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THEME



Over the last decade, there has been an explosion in research activities on music perception and performance, and their correlates in the human brain. This sudden increase in scientific work on music has been motivated by the idea that music offers a unique opportunity to better understand brain organization. Like language, music is a complex, rule-governed activity that is specific to humans and that exists in all human societies. Similarly, music appears associated with specific brain architecture. Unlike most other high-level functions of the human brain, only a minority of individuals will become proficient musicians through explicit tutoring, although sensitivity to musical structure develops early in life without conscious effort in the large majority of the population. This particularity in the distribution of acquired skills confers to music a privileged role in the study of brain plasticity. 



The goal of the conference is to bring together leading scientists working in the area and who are using a wide range of different methodologies from the cognitive sciences and the neurosciences. The conference will favor integration across disciplines and methodologies, by grouping presentations under major themes that are central to the understanding of music as a human brain function. The format of the meeting will involve in-depth presentations from each invited speaker, round-table discussions, and a poster session.





CONFERENCE TOPICS

The Origins of Music

The Neurons of Music

The Musical Mind

The Musical Brain

Musical Expertise and Brain Plasticity

Relation of Music to other Cognitive Domains

Music and Emotion 



CONFIRMED SPEAKERS

Eckart Altenm¸ller, Mireille Besson, Jamshed Bharucha, John Brust, Ian Cross, Carolyn Drake, Tim Griffiths, Andrea Halpern, David Huron, Carol Krumhansl, Fred Lerdahl, CathÈrine LiÈgeois-Chauvel, Steve McAdams, Christo Pantev, Lawrence Parsons, Alvaro Pascual-Leone, Isabelle Peretz, Josef Rauschecker, SÈverine Samson, Glenn Schellenburg, Gottfried Schlaug, Mari Tervaniemi, Mark Tramo, Sandra Trehub, Robert Zatorre.



CALL FOR ABSTRACTS

A contributed poster session will form an integral part of the conference program and will provide an excellent opportunity for students and other investigators to present their work. Accepted abstracts will be published in a booklet to be distributed to all conference attendees. In addition, selected poster presenters will be invited to submit a short manuscript for publication in the conference proceedings. DEADLINE FOR ABSTRACT SUBMISSION IS EXTENDED TO APRIL 20, 2000. The entire abstract, including title, authors, and affiliations must be typed single spaced (10-pt font or larger) and contained within a rectangle measuring 6î across by 4î down (or 15 cm by 10 cm). The abstract must be submitted on plain paper and be camera-ready in order to be included in the abstracts booklet being distributed at the conference. In a separate cover letter, indicate the conference name, the co-author presenting the poster at the meeting, the presenterís complete mailing address, telephone/fax and e-mail. Send original camera-ready abstract by mail or e-mail to: Sherryl Usmani, Meetings Coordinator, New York Academy of Sciences, E-mail: susmani@nyas.org (Microsoft Word 97 for Windows format only). 



If mailing, do not fold the abstract. Faxed submissions will not be accepted.
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